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An Analysis of Examinati

Examination for Self—taught Learners in China

Hirotaka NANBU*

The basic characteristic of the Higher Education Examination for Self-taught Learners in
China is the integration of three aspects, namely individual self-study, social services and
national examination. If a person want to obtain an undergraduate or vocational diploma
through this system, he/she must study according to examination programs which are approved
by the National Steering Committee of the Higher Education Examination for Self-taught
Learners. So, the kind and contents of the examination programs are likely to decide the kind
and contents of individual’s self-study. On this point, one may say that examination programs
are one of the most important factors in this system. The purpose of this paper is to analyze
examination programs in this system, and to clarify the characteristics of this system.

The main result of this study are summarized as follows.

The principles of offering examination programs have remained largely unchanged since this
system started in 1981. The principles mainly include:

(1) considerationof the manpower needs in local area;

(2) programs to be available in all provinces;
or regular higher education institutions which control examination programs.

By analyzing the examination programs by comparing the situation in 1987 with the one in

First, the number of the examination programs increased from 412 in 1987 to 1024 in 1996.
Secondly, in respect of the changes in each province, the number of the examination programs
in all provinces increased for this ten year. However, there is a difference in the rate of

increase in each provinces. Concerning kind of examination programs, 15 programs were

offered in more than 20 provinces and 138 programs were offered only by one province in 1996,
these figures were greater than for 1987
Thirdly, focusing on the change in fields of study, more programs in humanities and social

science have been offered from 1981 to 1987, and after that, the rate of the programs in applied
natural science-engineering, agriculture, medicine-have increased. Compared with the rate
distribution of programs in regular higher edcational institutions by fields of study, the rates of

programs in social science and medicine offered by this system were higher than those in regular

*Research Associate, RI1.H.E,, Hiroshima University



