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Positive Study of Factors Defining
Student Culture
—Based on a Survey Conducted in

15 Universities & 4 Junior Colleges——

Kiyoshi TAKEUCHI*

This paper attempts to clarify how certain factors define student culture. The analysis be-
gins with data from 2,130 students (619Males 1,511 Females) from 15 universities or colleges
and 4 junior colleges, in which surveys were carried out between November and December of
1997. Three factors are taken to define student culture at each university: student 'habitus',
the college charter and the faculty's enthusiasm toward classes.

Each student has his or her own habitus when entering university and we find differences
according to the different universities. Habitus is a mode of action formed through the long
period of family life and school life. A difference in habitus can be seen in that many of the
parents of university students are university graduates or graduates of junior colleges, while
relatively many of the parents of junior college students are high school or junior high school
graduates. Children whose habitus is middle class with highly educated mothers are in gen-
eral motivated students at university, while children whose habitus is working class with less
educated mothers devote more time to their part time jobs. Thus, students take on their par-
ents' habitus when they choose their university or junior college and in the way they pass their
time at university.

Next we examined the triple cross tabulation among three factors; parents'academic back-
ground, the college charter and student life. Here we used as the index for the college charter
whether it was a four year university or a junior college. No matter what academic back-
ground the parents have, in comparison with junior college students, university students show
nore enthusiasm for study and club activities. In regards to levels of social awareness also
the difference between university and junior college is greater than that of parents' academic
background. In short, the differences in parents' academic background do not cause differences
directly in student culture in Japan, but have influence on them by way of the respective uni-
versity.

In order to see the influence on student culture of the internal organizational characteristics

of university, we investigated the influence on the student's college life of teachers' enthusiasm

* Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Sophia University
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for teaching and their regard for the importance of classes. There is a great difference in the
enthusiasm of teachers among different universities. The differences are according to
whether it is a university or a junior college, the size of the college, the academic level and
whether it is a women's college or a co-educational institution. This “enthusiasm for classes
of the teachers” is connected to the students level of satisfaction with classes and college life.
If teachers are enthusiastic, students are more satisfied with their classes, relationships within
the classes are better, and there is a high level of satisfaction with university as a whole.
Their life also becomes centered on study, they become involved in university clubs, and they
enjoy their university life.

It is important to take student culture into consideration in the process of university and
curriculum reform. This paper argues for the necessity of further research into student cul-

ture in this connection.



