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On the Significance of Freshman
Introductory Education,
Facing Diversification of

College Students in Japan Today

——Research on Student Development along with Student Personnel Services

Tsuneo KAZAWA*

Since 1966, higher education in Japan has surpassed the "elite" stage and has reached the
"mass" stage, to use terms coined by Martin A.Trow. Currently it is reaching the "universal-

access" stage, according to Trow's phaseology. The most conspicuous characteristic at this
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goal, and 3) students who failed entrance examination at another upper-level colleges and reg-
istered unwillingly at their present college or university.

Consequently, it has become more and more important to show how to teach such college
students and give them any motivations to study. In order to support such students, "SPS"
(Student Personnel Services), and Freshman Orientation (FO) has become necessary and has
become more and more significant.

It has been stated that the origin of "SPS" and "FO", one of introductory educational meth-
ods, is the American college and university. According to Jay Carroll Knode, a freshman ori-
entation program was conducted for the first time at Boston University in 1888 and next at
Iowa State University in 1900. And then such programs were also conducted at Stanford
University and at Michigan University in 1911. American colleges and universities, therefore,
have had a history of freshman orientation program for 110 years. dJapanese colleges and uni-
versities, on the other hand, have conducted the freshman orientation program only for the
past 40 years.

In Japan, the first time freshman orientation was conducted was at Kyushu University in
1961. It was conducted at Sophia University in 1966, and then it was conducted at Hiroshima
Institute of Technology (HIT) in 1969 and nowadays is conducted at most Japanese colleges
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* Professor, Hiroshima Institute of Technology
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1) the "FO" at Numata Campus belonging to HIT

2) the "FO" on cruise ships, and

3) the existing "FO."

In Japan, colleges and universities innovation or reform has been actively pursued since
1991. According to the Ministry of Education, by the 1996 fiscal year, curriculum reforms had
been implemented at over 80% of Japanese colleges and universities. This is due to the re-
vised "Daigaku-Secchi-Kijun" deregulated college and university curriculum development. In
the case of curriculum reform in HIT, I report on the "freshman seminar", that is to say, one of
newly offered courses in our revised curriculum,and I would like to consider the significance of
this course. It is a required subject for freshmen and one of its aims is student development
(SD).

Finally, I discuss the significance of club activities outside the curriculum from viewpoint of
personality development.

In conclusion, I emphasize that "SD'

1 X 1 Hnpila. urldaL o1

and more important for colleges and universities in Japan.






