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Learners in China

—based on a survey conducted in 1996——
Hirotaka NANBU*

The Higher Education Examination for Self-taught Learners is a state examination system
whereby through self-study any eligible citizen can be certified and consequently granted a de-
gree or diploma equivalent to that bestowed by regular institutions of higher education. The
most unique characteristic of this system is its complete (abosolute) openness, such that any
citizen of the People's Republic of China, regardless of sex, age, ethnicity, race and educational

background, is eligible to attend it. This system started in 1981, and in the lattter half of

1996, 4.4 million examinees registered to take tests. By 1996, 1.5 million candidates were

1030, Qi1 s

successful in obtaining granted an undergraduate or vocational diploma.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the changes in the role of the Higher Education
Examination for Self-taught Learners based on a survey conducted by the present author in
1996. In the process of analysis, the author focuses on the examinees' study condition and
their evaluation of the diploma given through this system. The main resuits of this study are
summarized as follows.

First, this system consistently plays an important role in providing opportunities for those
who have not had a chance to enter any regular institutions of higher education. However, ac-
cording as this system is improved and enlarged, it becomes to play new roles and to occupy a
valuable position in the Chinese higher education system. That is, it provides a by-pass or a
third way to obtain the higher education diploma. This change resulted in the fact that exam-
inees are younger than before and that their educational backgrounds before taking part in the
exam are better.

Secondly, analysing the result of the survey, the author found the following points.

(1) A majority of the examinees have some experiences of attending a preparatory school or
class giving lectures and guidance to take the exam. This means that the name of "the Higher
Education Examination for Self-taught Learners" doesn't express the fact.

(2) Older examinees express more complaints over their study than

(3) Older examinees feel more that society's evaluation of the diploma acquired through the
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from the regular institutions of higher education. On the other hand, younger examinees feel
that the diploma of the Higher Education Examination for Seif-taught Learners is somewhat

less valuable than the regular ones, while they think it has a certain meaning in society.



