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—A Reanalysis of Survey by National University Association in 1996—

Masashi FUJIMURA*

The purpose of this paper is to reanalyse the present state and problems of Graduate
Education in National University in Japan, with focus on the non-formal data (open ended
question) of the National University Association Survey, which was carried out in 1996. The
1996 National University Association Survey collected reactions from professors on major
issues of graduate education today: system of graduate education and research organization,
condition of job market and financial support for graduate students, degree system, and
community service of graduate school in National University.

Certainly,the issues differ from discipline to discipline as well as from type of institutions. To
investigate the problematic issue of the advanced training in national universities under the
expansion of graduate students especially after the 1990’s, a statistical and content analysis of
the open ended question can be made in two broad areas.

First, what are the major problems confronted in national universities from the viewpoint of
faculties. Second, how these problems are interrelated within and among disciplines and among
different types of national university.

The major findings can be summarized as follows;

1. Capacity of graduate student intake is authorized according to the prestage or the historical
background of university. Former seven Imperial Universities (including Tsukuba and Tokyo
Institute of Technology)have 766 graduate students capacity per 1,000 college students, but
only 223 for other Natinal Universities(see fig.1).
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ifferenciation of teaching faculty from reaserch faculty(12.3%), finan-
cial support for graduate students(11.0%) and so on(see Table 3).

3. Multivariate analysis shows that there are four major features of advanced training in Japan;
poor doctoral programs for medicine, differenciation of teaching faculty from reaserch
activity for natural sciences and engineering, correction of financial differentials among

National Universities, and the new direction to unite local National Universities to upgrade

* Associate Professor,Niigata University
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