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TRTIE, RiZ, Y2 VAF—Db ETEMER, 1968F Y2V AF—ItLkoTE—VL T2z L
MREFCHBEN, 5%, AR TE—LV T M= rHD L b3 iEERZEL I o)
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Criticism on three Sociological Arguments about Universities

—Schelsky’s,Luhmann’s and Riesman’s—

Shigetaka Imai*

Two different kind of arguments can be distinguished concerning the idea and function of
universities. The first argument can be called philosophical and the second sociological.
According to our view, the philosophical argument by Wilhelm von Humboldt dominated in the
19th century and in the first half of the 20th century but after the World War II the sociological
argument like Riesman’s become more and more powerful. The sociological model leads now
universities in the world. From this reason this paper examines three representative sociologi-
cal arguments about universities, so that we may find a right way to reform the universities in
the world.

Schelsky tried to combine Humboldt’s idea with his sociological analysis. He founded a new
German University called Bielefeld University and tried to realize his idea into this new
university. But he failed. Luhmann is a world-famous sociologist. He wrote four articles about
universities. Summing up his argument, he proposed a new point of view instead of the old one
that draws the distinction between freedom and organisation. He always observes and describes
but never evaluates. In his argument the idea of the university plays almost no role. Riesman
emphasized student consumerism as a principle of university management. In contrast to
Schelsky and Luhmann, Riesman abandoned the idea of the university entirely and emphasized
the real social function of the y ar irm ) lity. 1im reality becomes an
ideal.

This danger, namely, the exclusion of the value judgement and adaptation to the reality, is
common to almost all sociological arguments.

We are now living in the age of envirenmental problems such as acid rain and ozone hole on
earth. In this historical stage, we cannot stay in objective positivistic scientific sociological
viewpoint. we must combine value judgement and objective analysis. In order to establish this

new paradigm, wholistic approach is very promissing.

* Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University






