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A Research on the Significance of “Experience of Teaching
Practice” in Undergraduate Education: Toward a Conversion
of the Paradigm in our Pedagogy Education

Tsuneo KAZAWA*

-----

are many students who would not choose to become a teacher even if they acquired a teacher’s
license. For these reasons, it is said that “teaching practice” is useless or it is even harmful to
school program.

In the author’s opinionhowever, such view is too nearsighted and rash. Therefore, he
reconfirms the social “raison d’etre” of the teacher’s training in general colleges, except for
teacher’s colleges, and points out that such a curriculum is significant and useful for the mental
growth of undergraduate students. He discusses the necessity of changing the traditional
paradigm in pedagogy education.

The postwar “Open System of Teacher Training” in Japan has aimed at achieving harmony
between “professional education” and “general and liberal education.” In his view, this useful
system is now in crisis of collapsing by the revision of the “Teacher’s Certificate Law.” So he
cannot agree to the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture revising of this law.

As is commonly known, all Japanese universities and colleges are now in the midst of
“education reforms.” Among the reforms, it is important to our conventional teaching methods.
Therefore, in this paper, the author emphasizes some merits of experiences of “Teaching
Practice” and so-called Business Internship. As for the latter, he guesses that mismatches of
employment and academic training after graduation will be diminished through this Business
Internship System.

The author also discusses other merits in teaching practice experience. One of them is

According to two questionnaires, one of which this author conducted, it was found that
undergraduate students greatly changed and grew through the experience of teaching practice.
For example, they became 1) conscious of the responsibility for their own behavior, 2)
motivated to master fully their major discipline, 3) altruistic, 4)voluntary, positive and active

in daily life. In addition, both their college life and private life became more regulated than

* Professor, Hiroshima Institute of Technology
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ore the experience of teaching practice. The author sees the need to change or expand the
traditional paradigm of “pedagogy education.” And focus includes not only on teacher training
but also on the cultivation of citizenship.

In conclusion, the author argues to conserve and sustain the exsting Open System of Teacher

Training as he finds it as excellent and significant system.






