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Masataka MURASAWA*

What do current Japanese senior high school reformation mean? What functions do they
have for high school system? To give some answer to those previous questions, first, this paper
aims to grasp actual conditions of Japanese high school reformation, by using data of a
research on high school (439 samples). Using the factor analysis and the multiple regression
analysis, the author found that current 22 high school reformations largely gather into five
reformation factors and that those five reformation factors are affected by the percentage of
students who enter into higher education (negative effect), by the type of establishment (effect
of private sector is positive) and by the type of courses (high schools which have only vocational
courses and have both general and vocational shows positive effects).

Second, the author tried to give theoretical description to the function of high school
reformations for high school system, based on the first statistical analysis. As the results,
current high school reformations contribute to structure environmental undetermined complex-

ity of each high school system, and in that point, they are functionally equal to each other.
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