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The Formation of Modern S
the University in Middle of Meiji Period

Takashi, Hata*

In the early stage of the national assembly period, political parties not in power demanded
the abolition of governmental schools such as the Imperial University and higher middle
schools(Koto-chugakko) in favor of an encouragement of private schools, and they pressurized
the Meiji government to improve the management of these schools through an examination of
the school budgets.

Their opinions seemed rather powerless, but they were not simply the means to cut expenses.

These parties criticized the higher education policy of the Meiji government, and they
insisted upon the encouragement of private schools, the direct connection between the ordinary
middle school and the Imperial University, the financial independence of the Imperial Univer-
sity and the establishment of another imperial university in Kyoto.

In the early stage, the national assembly had limited authority. But the assembly demanded
the reform of the higher education system which the Meiji Government accommodated. The
main subjects of this paper are the following three points formed from the above viewpoint.

The first is the analysis of the policy of political parties not in power based on the analysis
of the newspapers from those days. They criticized the governmental schools and insisted upon
the encouragement of private schools. In addition the Liberal Party declared the independence
of The Imperial University. The contents of this policy are examined.

The second is to examine the budget plan and to find the reason why the Imperial University
did not achieve the financial independence. The budget dispute of the first national assembly
over the use of 10,000,000 yen, which was the unspent amount of national budget of the previous

year, and the use became a new issue.

Also, it became the factor which prompts for the approaching by the party and the govern-
ment. That we should pay attention is that the Ministry of Finance was examining a defray-
ment to fund for the Imperial University as one of the uses

The third is to examine the change of the policy for the higher education of the Liberal Party
in relation to the change of the government policy.

The author used many materials, various newspapers, proceedings of the imperial national
assembly, individual documents of the bureaucrats concerned with this problem in the Ministry

of Finance.
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First, the abolition of higher middle schools(Koto-chugakko) could not form a majority
opinion in the general session of the imperial national assembly. The proposal to replace public

schools by private schools was did not leave the approval of the national assembly.

Second, the Liberal Party changed the policy to reduce high schools to support financial
savings. The main person who proposed this policy was Hasegawa Tai, one of the leaders of
the Liberal Party.

Third, as a result of this policy change, the establishment of another imperial university in
Kyoto or the financial independence of the Imperial University have become financially
different.

As the result more than a 10,000,000 remained unspent. In the second national assembly the
use of this amount was argued. There was a plan to outlay the fund for the financial
independence of the Imperial University on the part of the bureaucrats in the Ministry of

Finance, but that plan didn’t have the public support and therefore it wasn't realized.



