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A Study of Career Education for High School

Q4
Students: How to Open the Door for Higher

Education in a “Post-Bubble” Days?

Kenshi YAMANOUCHI* Kiyoharu HARA**

The purpose of this paper is to examine what determines and what affects high school
students’ educational aspirations. This study is based on research which focuses on educational
aspirations of high school students in the Kansai-region.

In this study, it is evident that the aspirations of female high school students have changed
rapidly and greatly. A majority of them want to enter 4-year colleges and universities rather
than 2-year colleges. Moreover, it appears that male and female students have quite different
attitudes (or strategies) in entering Higher Education. One of the main aims for female
-students is to obtain some credentials. On the other hand, male-students stick to an academic
career and job-attainment.

Finally, we consider this change is based on many factors: the great disaster (Hanshin
-Awaji Daishinsai) is one. But there are more universal causes: recent difficulties of obtaining

jobs for graduates provide one; a change of high school students’ views about marrige and
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causes operate both separately and in conjunction.
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