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Changing the Concept of “Ethni. Equalities™
through the case of Insti t' tes for Nationalities in China

Yoshikazu OGAWA*

This paper examines the meaning of "ethnic equality” by analyzing Institutes for Nationalities
(IN’s) in China. Although it is often said IN’s are symbol of "ethnic equality”, the validity of
this has yet to be proved. It is, however, an essential component in identifying education in
China.

Yanan Institute for Nationalities was created as the first institution for training minority
leaders during the anti-Japan war era by the China Communist Party (CCP). At that time CCP
recognized the need for minorities’ help to achieve victory in the war. After the war, CCP built
new China, and CCP continued to need the support of minorities’ leaders in order to live up to
the principle of minority autonomy. Therefore Institutes for Nationalities were established
ing and have been expanded to 13 Institutes so far.

IN’s were often identified by newspapers or magazines as symbols of “ethnic equality”. They
always emphasized differences between the minorities whose students study and live in IN’s
while helping each other. That is the first image of "ethnic equality”. Therefore the more
minorities are included, the greater equality become.

After the Cuitural Revolution, CCP’s policy changed to economic development. Its policy to
minorities was to abolish economic differences. The meaning of the change in IN’s is now also
to abolish minorities’ low abilities. That is the second image of “ethnic equality”. So IN’s have
changed radically from training political leaders to training technicians. Specialties in IN’s
expanded to include social science and natural science. The number of 4 year undergraduate
students has become more than that of other students such as 2 year students or adult students.
The number of the majority Han students was also growing radically in these years. So the
meaning of "ethnic equality” changed from stressing differences to abolishing them.

IN’s, nevertheless, cannot ignore emphasising first image of "ethnic equality” and need to

keep the balance between the two to develop themselves.
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