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A Study concerning about Chinese Higher Education

. .
on the Period of the Sino —Japanese War:

as the Heart of Higher Educational Institutions’
Tendency under the Kuomintang Governing Term

Manabu HASHIMOTO*

The purpose of this paper is to throw light upon characteristics of the changes affecting
higher educational institutions in the Kuomintang governing region during the period of the
Sino-Japanese war (from July of 1937 to August of 1945).

Universities, independent colleges and polytechnical institutes in China numbered 108 before
the outbreak of war in 1937. But, the aggression toward Peiping (Beijing), Tien-tsin, Shanghai,
Nanking, Canton and the three Wuhan cities, namely, the littoral zone and the coastal region
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of the Yangtze by the Japanese forces was a potent influence upon higher educational institu-

Over eight years, the number institutions of higher learning and their aggregate enrolment had
been steady, however, many institutions were destroyed or damaged by Japanese military
action and an abrupt drop to 91 was registered during the latter half of 1937.

In those days many institutions were suspended or closed down and even so most of the
surviving pre-war institutions had to move out of their original campuses, frequentiy moving
more than once. Consequently, most of the institutions gravitated to Southwest China, notably
to Szechwan, Yunnan and especially to Chungking city.

Futhermore, Japanese military action accelerated changes to the administrative form of
many institutions. The main changes were unions and amalgamations of a few institutions,
annexation of small institutions and detachment of sections from an original institution, with
the result, of turning a number of independent institutions into one, or a single institution into

separate ones.
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