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The Trends of Scholarships
in Main Western Countries

Kenji HATTORI*

The most important work about the types and the development of scholarships has been
done by Bowles Committee in early 1960s. According to its research, scholarships can be
classified into four types; seed bed, manpower, equalization, salary. “Seed bed” and -“man-
power” types are seen in developing countries, and the “equalization” type in developed
countries. The “salary” type is a theoretical consequence of the “equalization” type. Then
scholarships develop from “seed bed” and “manpower” types to “equalization” type, further to
“salary” type. However in developed countries, it seems that there is no evidence of a where

its scholarship system that has developed in accord with the Bowls Committee’s h

The following conculusions are reached.

First, the Bowls Committee did not take account of limitation on national financial expendi-
ture. In those four countries, mainly during 1980s, scholarhips became one of targets the of
budgetary cutbacks, and scholarship policy has changed. In the three European countries,
where originally main programs were grants, new loan programs have been created. In U.S.
A., where originally loan programs were offered along with a grant program, the budgets for
the former has now exceeded the latter. In a word, the policy has been to cut down financial
expenditure on scholarships.

Second, the Bowls Committee did not recognise that, even in higher education systems
where the principle of equality is applied, excellence is still required and the function of
manpower training remains. In those four countries, at the undergraduate level the type of
scholarship is mainly “equalization”, but at the graduate level mainly merit based financial aid
whose main purpose is to promote the research. So at the upper level of higher education, the

type of scholarship is not “equalization”, but rather bears resemblance to “manpower”.

* Research Associate, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



