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A Study of Rewards System
in the Japanese Scientific Community: A Sociological Analysis
on the Referee System of Academic Awards

Atsunori YAMANOI*

The present study examines the referee system for academic awards in Japan. Relevant
information is published in compilations by the Nichigai Associate Corporation (Tokyo, 1986,
1989) : "The Directory of Academic Awards in Japanese Natural Science and Technology” with
a name index of winners of academic awards ; and in a codification of the foundation year,
fields, referees, procedures and related matters for Japanese academic awards. With this data
it is possible to analyze the existing referee system in Japan.

The result show that there are 718 academic awards at national level in Japan. In Research
in Higher Education (Daigaku Ronshu No.25 March, 1996), I tried to analyze the history, the
academic fields and the stratification of these awards.

In the present paper, the referee system for academic awards is analyzed and compared with
the referee system for the journals and the academic world. Especially, they are examined in
the perspective of the committee’s organization, rules, winners of academic awards and the

nomination style of candidates.
The results from these data are follows;

1) The chairmen of the committees for academic awards are mainly: presidents of the
academic associations (33.3%), presidents of the universities or directors of institutes
(10.4%), university professors (33.3%), the enterprises (8.6%).

2) Candidates were identified either by the nomination or self-application. Most of the
candidates were nominated by gatekeepers in the academic world or by a member of the
trustees of academic associations and so on (70.49%). The number of self-applications is very
few (9.1%).

3) Winners may be classified as single winners, co-winners, group winners and others.
According to academic discipline, single winners predominate in the humanities and social

sciences, in contrast in the engineering there are many co-winners and group winners.

* Professor, R.I.H.E, Hiroshima University



