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A Comparative Study of Time Allocation
in Academic Profession : Based on the 1992
Carnegie International Survey on Academic Profession

Masashi FUJIMURA*

The Purpose of this paper is to analyze the imperatives of academic work through the
structure of time allocation in academic professoriate, with focus on the data of the Carnegie
International Survey on Academic Profession which was carried out in 1992. The 1992 Carnegie
Survey asked professors for an estimate of their weekly teaching load and other activities. To
investigate the problematic state of the Humboltian principle, especially in major national
system of higher education, Japan and the United States, sociological analysis of time alloca-
tion can be stated in two broad questions.

First, how many time is allocated to the academic work among teaching, research, external
activities, administration and other academic work in the type of institutional settings, the
research and non-research university ?

Second, what are the primary conditions found in modern universities, especially in their
organizational structure, that influence drift of time allocation between teaching and research ?

The Major findings can be summarized as follows;

1. In the broad picture of research-teaching nexus, the faculties of three countries, Japan,
Germany and Israel report spending more research time than teaching even in the academic
season.

2. As age cohort becomes older, time devoted to research in the leading institutions decreases
markedly than non-research institutions in Japan.

3. Teaching loads vary from a norm of as little as one or two course

wn @

universities to the three or four courses in non-research universities.

universities can obtain "released time”. Teaching and research time in Japan depend

States vice versa.

4. Relative effect of institutional and demographic settings to the orientation of faculty on the
rate of teaching time is six times stronger than that of research time.

5. Percents explained by the relative effect of institutional and demographic settings are

T T2 m_.2 1 —

greater in japan than in the Uited States. Orientation to teaching or research is likely to be

%* Associate Professor, Niigata University (Affiliated Researcher, RI.H.E))
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restricted especially among young cohort in Japan. This means that in the pursuit of academic
professionalism, there is every reason to view the profession as something isomorphic in its

underlying "iron cage” image in Contemporary Japan.






