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The C hanges of Recommendation Standards
of the Japan Scholarship F oundatlon

Kenji HATTORI*

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the conflict between the principles of “merit base”
and “needs base” in the award of scholarships o

The main material for analysis is provided by the contents of the JSF recommendation
standards. There have been four standards based on: attainments (school record), family
finance, personality, and health. Over time the content and importance of each standard has
changed many times, and on three occasions there have been big changes.

In practice, the first two recommendation standards are the more important. Between them
these two standards have almost always determined whether or not a student will receive a
scholarship. The standard on attainments embodies the principle of the “merit base”; that on
family finance corresponds to the principle of the “needs base”. The analysis considers on
which of these two standards the emphasis has been placed during each of the following four
periods:

(1) from the establishment of the JSF (1943) to the end of World War II (1945);

(2) from the end of World War II to 1960;

(3) from the creation of the JSF Special Scholarships (1960) to their abolition (1984);
(4) from the start of the existing system (1984) to the present.

The following conclusions are reached. Initially, during the first period, the principle of merit
was dominant while that of needs was recessive. In the second period it became difficult for
many students to continue their studies because of high inflation resulting from economic
collapse following the end of the war. To support these students became an urgent problem so
the principle of “needs” became the more important. In the third period, creation of the Special
Scholarships reflected a recognition of the importance of merit although overall the importance
of needs continued to increase as shown through the award of General Scholarships. At present,
the principle of needs continues to dominate. However, the principle of merit is not subject to
continuing decline and survives in other parts of the system. The scholarships provided for
graduate students by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science are based on merit and

are at present expanding in number.







