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University Financial Policy in the
Establishment Period of the Meiji Constitution

Takashi HATA*

collapsed in mid Meiji 10
Education, Arinori Mori, examined the possibility of introducing legislation for a special
account to provide funding for school revenue.

The death of Mori delayed consideration of this legislation. Nevertheless, with the prospect
of the start of budget deliberations in the Imperial Diet, there was widespread discussion by
professors in the Imperial University and in newspapers about the idea of university indepen-
dence and of independence of the Imperial University itself.

Subsequently, the Government School and Library Account Law was enacted in 1890. This
recognized the arguments for university independence by separating university finance from the
budgetary deliberations of the Diet and established the Imperial University as a part of the
bureaucracy.

This paper examines the debate which preceded the legislation by reference to “Chova
-shimbun”, “Jiji-simbo”, “Japan Academy Monthly Bulletin” and other newspapers and
journals, personal documents of Masayoshi Matsukata, Yoshihiro Sakatani and other bureau-
crats concerned in the Ministry of Finance, and drafts of Cabinet legislative documents etc.; and

discusses the implications of the Special Account Law.

* Associate Professor, RI.H.E., Hiroshima University






