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Study of Rewards System
in the Japanese Scientific Community;A Sociological Analysis
on the Structure of Academic Awards

Atsunori YAMANOI*

The present étudy examines the structure of academic awards in Japan. Relevant informa-
tion is published in compilations by the Nichigai Associate Corporation (Tokyo, 1986, 1989): ”
The Directory of Academic Awards in Japanese Natural Science and Technology” with a name
index of winners of academic awards; and in a codification of the foundation year, fields,
referees, procedures and related matters for Japanese academic awards. With this data it is
possible to analyze the history and structure of academic awards and the hierarchy of social
stratification they present in Japan.

The results show that there are 718 academic awards at national level in Japan. The history
of these awards is short. All have been established in the 20th century and only 70 of them
before the Second World War. The majority were founded following the major economic
developments after 1960, with the largest numbers of academic awards created by Japanese
foundations, private business firms, and other private organizations during the period from 1969
to the 1980’s.

According to academic discipline, there are 245 academic awards in engineering sciences, 86
in medicine, dentistry and pharmacology, 61 in humanities, 55 in pure sciences, 54 in agricultural
sciences and 67 in other fields. Alternatively, in terms of the organization making the award,
7 are provided by central government, 9 by local government, one by the Japanese Academy
Association, 130 by Japanese foundations, 127 by private business organizations, and 403 by

Japanese academic associations and other bodies.

As a secondary analysis, the stratification of each award was examined. A large majority,
507, show a vertical hierarchical structure; and 82 are categorized by sectors which indicate
fields of research. But in terms of distinction, there is a direct relation between prestige and
the breadth of the field which is covered by the award. So, those which carry the highest
prestige, the prize of the Japanese Academy and the academic awards of the central govern-

ment, embrace the largest fields of the Japanese academic community.

* Professor, R.IL.LH.E., Hiroshima University






