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An Attempt to make an educational revolution in Japan
— By using the historical concept of SHIJUKU —

Kinji MATSUO*

The modern Japanese system of education was imported from the West in the Meiji period.
This old model was later updated with the introduction of American ideas after World War II.
But in each case students were still obliged to study in a foreign manner.

Needless to say Japanese culture has its own style of education. And it is this style of
education that is best suited to Japanese students. This form of Japanese education can be seen
in the SHIJUKU (small private college of the Edo period) system. In SHIJUKU Japanese
students were given the chances to show what they can do.

Despite superficial Westernization or Americanization, Japanese education has not been
fundamentally Westernized or Americanized. Under such superficial Westernization or Amer-
icanization, misunderstandings can arise between teachers and students. For example, visiting
foreign lecturers sometimes find it difficult to understand what Japanese students are trying to
communicate since students often use nonverbal means to convey their message.

This is a serious problem. All teachers want their students to study in an academic manner.
But lectures too are naturally conducted in a Japanese style. How can Japanese students study

So, we must try to understand the major problems. In my view I think the SHIJUKU
concept is helpful in this respect. By using this concept, we not only can find a solution, but we
can also objectively discuss problems of Japanese colleges and universities.

The students themselves will have to work out a solution. However, since they have not
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But Japanese students are recently beginning to discuss things more openly. If they
concentrate on these problems, they themselves can find a solution using the SHIJUKU concept.
Then, Japanese problems in higher education would be solved. As for the teachers, almost all

their efforts to improve education have been in vain so far.
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