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A STUDY OF THE ESTABLISHING PROCESS

ANATY MYITTY ATTIII7 TTATTYITTINNOT NE7NNMTI N

UF THE NEW UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

— With Particular Reference to Interviews with Dr. M. Orr
the Ex-Chief of the Education Division of GHQ/CI&E —

Gary H. Tsuchimochi*

The Report of the U. S. Education Mission to Japan was designated as the origin of the
postwar Japanese education reform. However, in its chapter “Higher Education,” in contrast to
the many recommendations made on the primary and secondary education system, there is
hardly a specific recommendation made for the reform of the university and higher education
system. In other words, it lacks any concrete plans for reform of the prewar system of higher
education, which at the time consisted of a pyramid structure with imperial universities as its
apex, followed in descending order by government, public and private universities; koto gakko
(boy’s high school) as preparatory educational institutions for the imperial universities; senmon
gakko (colleges of special training); and normal schools. For example, it does not mention
whether kofo gakko and semmon gakko should be abolished or how many years should be
required for the new university course.

Thus, it does not propose any concrete means for restructuring the old system, though it
suggests the introduction of general education. What the report sets out positively, are “ideals”
for the democratization of higher education. It is on this point that it is most obviously at
variance with the suggestion in the case of German higher education, for its actual restqration,
including its curricula, made by the U. S. Education Mission to Germany.

In the event, the suggested ‘ideals’ for the democratization of the Japanese university

system, remained on a theoretical level only, and remained a controversial point in any

discussion concerning the establishing process of the new university system in Japan.
However, it can be easily surmised that the Mission must have made an implicit suggestion

a3 LaiT ddini UauLuaUiis Ui uiic

declaration, “The form and structure of the school system of Japan should be changed so as to
promote democratic tendencies.”

Accordingly, in this paper, the author will discuss the implication of a plan for the four-year
new university, organised along the lines of the American style single-track school system. It

is evident from the facts, that the Education Division of GHQ/CI&E referred to the foundation

of a four-year university in the Report, and that the Japanese Education Committee produced

* Professor, Toyo Eiwa Women'’s University (Attiliated Researcher, R1.H.E.)
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its own plan for a four-year university in order to suggest it to the Education Division, as well
LV, B

he Mission. ferring to the Trainor’s Papers, the Minutes of the Japanese

ot
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In this paper, by re

Educational Reform Council, and the testimony of Dr. M. Orr, the ex-chief of the Education
Division of GHQ/CI&E, participated in the establishing process of the new university. In
particular, the author focuses on the activities of Shigeru Nambara who was supposed to have
played a crucial role, as the chairman of the Japanese Education Committee, as well as the

vice-chairman of the Japanese Educational Reform Council.






