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Durkheim’s Historical Study on Secondary Education

Naoko KITO* Yasumasa TOMODA *

Reserchers of higher education in Japan have not studied secondary education sufficiently,

even though higher education institutions receive students from secondary education institu-

tions.

opean models, and because secondary and higher education institutions have provided elitist
education both in Europe and in Japan.

Durkheim is well-known in Japan for his moral education theory. His analysis of the
historical development of secondary education in France, however, is equally remarkable. In
this paper we will examine Durkheim’s theoretical analysis of secondary education focusing on
his view of the role of school education in the Third Republic and on general factors and
characteristics of school education. There are four points of focus in Durkheim’s analysis.

First is that the protection of students from moral corruption is regarded as a major
function of secondary education.

Second is the nature of subjects taught in colleges and how these subjects were taught. In
the Middle Ages, dialectics and debating skills were the main subjects in colleges. In the
Renaissance period, students were taught classic literature at Jesuit colleges. In both cases
subject matter was extremely sophisticated, which helped students to develop their minds and
character.

Third is the communal environment that was created by students and teachers in colleges.
Colleges also served as boarding schools. Jesuit colleges offered systematic and solid curricula
that also flexibly met the changing needs of society. The system of boarding schools and the
provision of systematic programs of study enabled all members of the colleges to share
common ideas, sentiments and values. Durkheim put particular emphasis on the need for
students and teachers to share things that were common to them.

Fourth is the individualized teaching methods that Jesuit colleges promoted. Their teachers
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ethods of teaching by closely observing and keeping close contact with

students. Also, they utilized competiton to motivate students. These new methods of teaching
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functioned effectively because the then-emerging civil society demanded more individual-
oriented pedagogy.

It appears that Japanese secondary education is not adequately cultivating thinking minds
and proper habits. We can learn much from Durkheim’s analysis in discussing the future course

of secondary education.






