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Feminization

Eduéation After the 1980s

' American Higher

Atsuko KAMEDA *

Over the past two decades, women have made great strides in higher education. Their share
of college enrollment and earned degrees has continued to increase to the point where they now
comprise the majority of enrollment in the U.S.. In this study, I will examine these phenomena
and focus on the feminization of American higher education.

In 1991, 7.8 million women enrolled in all U.S. institutions of higher education, a 27%
increase from 6.2 million in 1980. Fifty-seven percent of students at two-year institutions and
fifty-three percent of students at four-year institutions were women. More than half (549%) of

all bachelors degrees were earned by women. In many fields
women is close to parity with men. However in engineering, women continue to earn a much
lower share than men, 1495 versus 86%. Women were concentrated in four fields. Business and
management accounted for 2095; education, 159 health science, 9% and social science, 8%.

Even with the increase in numbers of women in higher education, there is still a need for

issues which institution should consider in relation to women on campus. These are as follows;
first, reshape and change institutional structures and improve the status of women. Second,
effective programs and needed to bring more women to non-traditional fields such as engineer-
ing and science. Third, in spite of their educational attainment, women are still confronted with
a glass ceiling.

The leadership of higher education also needs to address the issue of how to increase the
number of women in fuculty positions. In 1988, the American Council on Education asked
colleges to adopt “New Agenda on Women Issues in Higher Education” which contains 15
guidelines aimed at improving the status of women on campuses. In 1992, 348 women were chief
exective officers of colleges and universities, a 22% increase from 1984. Equal opportunity
policy such as the Science and Technology Equal Opportunity Act of 1980. Excellence in
Mathematics Science and Engineerinrg education Act of 1990 and the Higher Education
Amendment of 1992 have facilitated women’s access to now traditional fields. And many

colleges and institutions have developed their own programs.

* Associate Professor, Jumonji Women’s Junior College (Affiliated Researcher, RI1.H.E)






