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Social Change and its Influence on
Learning and Curriculum in Modern Universities

— The Essential Problems of Modern Universities—

Masao Seki*

The purpose of this paper is to examine the essential problems of learning and curriculum
facing universities as we move toward the 21st century. Therefore, first, we investigate how
industrial societies have influenced the characteristics of learning, curriculum and university
teachers from the historical and comparative point of view. Second, we also examine how
advanced industrial societies, formed after World War II, have developed, and how post-
industrial societies or information societies, formed after advanced industrial societies, have
influenced the characteristics of learning, curriculum, and university teachers. Third, we
discuss changes of important problems of learning, teaching and teacher-characteristics in the
process of social change.

The main results are summarized as follows:

(1) Learning and curriculum in universities were differentiated into specialized branches as
industrial societies developed. Philosophy, which previously united human, natural, social
sciences, lost this important function due to the fragmentation of philosophical learning.

Therefore, the basic idea of modern German universities; to educate intellectual specialists

with general philosophical knowledge, has declined corresponding to the changes of philo-
sophical learning.

(2) As a result, many scientists and university teachers lacking general philosophical knowl-
edge have been produced after the latter half of the nineteenth century. J. Ortega, a Spanish

philosopher, called this “barbarism by extra-specialization” in the 1920s. In this period,

(3} A Ay
societies. In the process of social change, people have become richer than ever before and
“mass” higher education became a reality. With the additional effect of information overload,
the characteristics of students have changed drastically. The number of students who have
no clear objectives about their future occupations and unmotivated students are increasing
dramatically. A new type of students, “new barbarians,” who have no interest in the cuiturai

and intellectual inheritances of human beings and basic knowledge, go on increasing.

» Professor, R.I.H E., Hiroshima University
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(4) Scientists and university teachers tend to focus on their own fragmental specialized

problems of “barbarism by over-specialization” have become more serious among university
teachers and scientists.

(5) The formation of new interdisciplinary and comprehensive studies and the creation of
general culture studies based on these were inaugurated in the 1970s. Such changes were
influenced by the student revolution in various countries around the world. But that move-
ment is not seen in many universities these days.

Particularly, in the present times, it is necessary for Japanese universities to strive towards
creating comprehensive learning and an educational revolution toward a new age. Moreover,
it is also necessary to restructure the nineteenth century type of Japanese university systems

and to improve on the overspecialized characteristics of teachers and students stated above.






