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The Initial Group of Doctoral Degree

Hiroshi SATO*

The initial group of doctoral degree holders in Japan were created in the mid 1880s,
consisting of relatively younger academic men and technological bureaucrats, who had studied
in Europe or America to contribute to development or westernalization of their own country,
and contained a few senior scholars who had been studying Japanese or oriental classical
literature since pre-Meiji Restration. As for their age, therefore, the former were almost in the
thirties, the latter in the sixties.

From the perspective of academics, almost all the faculty members of the Imperial
university (Tokyo Teikoku Daigaku) in this period had been awarded doctoral degrees. They

were also relatively young, most of them being in the thirties. However, in the department of

were mainly in the sixties.
Therefore, it is one of the main hypotheses of this article that this type of age differentia-

tion among Ph.D. holders has generated the current trend in Ph.D. attainment age in Japan. The

profiles of the university professors themselves in this initial stage, whose role were to judge
ha ~iwtnalifinatine ~Ff DL e AT b e A ~ L A 1.2 € . bV S - o~ Ll
the qualilication of I anaiaates, naa come to pDe a Kina of a doctor's image in eacn

c a
dicipline. Such an image had contributed to the requirements, the extent, and the difficulty for

Ph.D. attainment.
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