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The Structure of the Study of Education in Japan:
With a Focus on the Properties of the Researchers
in the Study of Education

Soichiro AIHARA *

The purpose of this paper is to examine the structure of the study of education in Japan

through properties of researchers engaged in this discipline. We analyzed the database named

“Researcher Directory Database” in the NACSIS-IR (National Center for Science Information

Systems - Information Retrieval) and compiled “Researcher Database in the Study of Educa-

tion.”

The structure of the study of education what is examined through the properties of

researchers and the character of this discipline are as follows:;

1)

2)

(8]
~—

4)

5)

Major: From examining the majors related to this discipline, we can state that a principal
part of the study of education consists of literature, philosophy, psychology, sociology,
and cultural anthropology.

Association: One quarter of researchers are members of the J apan Society for the Study
of Education and about 5% of all is belonging to special associations. If the composite
rate of researchers in the association is more than 209, then it can be inferred that the
study of education tends to be their major study interest.

Affiliation: Researchers in the study of education tend to belong more to community
colleges, liberal arts colleges, and comprehensive universities (master level graduate
school) than those in other disciplines.

Age: The age structure has two peaks: one is 55 to 59 years old; the other is 40 to 44 years
old. However, this structure is different between sectors. As for the national sector, the
age structure has a single peak at 55 to 59 years oid.

Gender: Women researchers in the study of education consist a higher percentage of their
jobs composition than the overall average ratio in the academia (219% VS. 139%).
However underrepresentation in senior positions, such as president, professor, and
associate professor in research universities, graduate universities, and comprehensive
universities can be observed.

Nationality: Overseas researchers consist 2% of the researchers in this discipline. A
advancement to senior positions, such as president, professor, and associate professor in

research universities, graduate universities, and comprehensive universities, would be the

* Research Associate, RI.H.E., Hiroshima University
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7)

8)
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index of internationalization in the academia of Japan.

Market: From the share of researchers in this discipline, we can observe the lineage in
school career; these are I .Ex-imperial university, II.Ex-higher normal school, III.Ex
-normal school, IV. Ex-private university, V.Arts university, VI.Overseas universities.
Organization: We analyzed the organization at each university through the self-supply
rate and subsidiary rate. The self-supply rate is higher at ex-imperial universities, ex
-higher normal schools, ex-private universities, and arts universities. From the subsidi-

ary rate, we observed subsidiary phenomena in each region.



