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Direction of Educational Reform in the Modern University
— The significance of F. v. Humbolt’s idea of arts
“Bildiing von Wissenschaft” in modern times—
Masao Seki*

The purpose of this paper is to examine the significance of F.v. Humbolt's idea of arts
“Bildiing von Wissenschaft”, and to examine whether or not there is some relevance to
educational reform in the modern university in Japan. Incidentally, F.v. Humbolt was the
founder of Berlin University which was regarded as a typical modern university. There are

three reasons why such problems were examined. First, we are now in a situation in which

meets the needs of a new age and new society. Second, modern universities are deeply
influenced by universities in modern Germany, directly or indirectly, but this influence has not
included the philosophical idea on university and the arts as the one on with which Berlin
University was founded in the 19th century. Instead, they denied philosophical ideas and
developed according to modern rationalism and industrialism, and were affected by high-level
arts and education in the late 19th century in which they were centered in the world. Third,
now, late in the 20th century, the limits of modern rationalism and industrialism are obvious
and Humbolt’s idea of arts is expected to suggest a new paradigm for university education
which is needed in new age.

Main arguments are summarized as follows: (1) F.v. Humbolt’s idea of arts “Bildiing von
Wissenschaft” is essential to his philosophical idea of university. His idea is not “Sein” but
“Sollen”, and proclaims the self-reflection function of the university toward the real world. (2)
Not only sciences, but also philosophy, fractionized and lost their comprehensive character in
the industrializing movement of the 19th century. Students were likely to attain much more
knowledge useful for their vocation than philosophical arts. These factors contributed to the
decline of idea of arts “Bildiing von Wissenschaft”. (3) Contemporary European scholars
insist that idea of arts “Bildiing von Wissenschaft” is worthwhile. (4) Philosophy will promote
research focused on research-education in each respective major by using a philosophical
method and a sociological method, which is an advanced form of philosophy and has a

comprehensive character.
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