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A Character of Higher Education Research in Japan
: With Focus on the Properties of Researchers in
Higher Education

Soichiro AIHARA *

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the character of higher education research in
Japan through properties of researchers engaging in this field.

We analyzed a database called the “Researcher Directory Database” in the NACSIS-
IR(National Center for Science Information Systems-Information Retrieval) and compiled a
“Higher Education Database” and a “Database for Full-time Academic Staff & Affiliated
Researchers at External Institutions”.

The properties of higher education researchers and the character of higher education
research in Japan are as follows ;

1) School Career: There is diversity in the school career of higher education researchers.
However if can be noted that the national universities surpass private ones in their
production of researchers, and so that the lineal structure in the school career pattern
among researchers.

2 ) Degree: There is a close connection between higher education research and pedagogy.
The field is characterized by a pluralistic nature having been composed of multiple
disciplines.

3) Affiliation: Higher education researchers are employed more so than other researchers
by community colleges, liberal arts colleges, and special research institutes. The market
for higher education research is not always better than of other disciplines.

4) Job Composition: The job composition and age composition of higher education
researchers display a reversed triangle pattern. We can speculate as a character of higher
education research that the growth rate of this field is low and the graduate schools may
easily the exceed desiable quotas of students.

5) Major: From examining the majors of higher education researchers, we can state that the
principle part of higher education in Japan consists of pedagogy, sociology, history of
technical science, information science, cultural anthropology, psychology. Also, the subject
part of higher education consists of literature, physical science, physics and science
education.

6) Association: Almost all higher education researchers are members of one of the two
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types of associations: one type related to pedagogy, psychology, sociology; another related
to individual subjects of higher education.

7) Research Theme: Research themes of higher education researchers are divided into two
parts: higher education theory and teaching activities. The number of researchers engaged
increasingly important themes, such as internationalization of higher education, evalua-
tion of university, studying faculty and research activity systems etc, are not always
enough to respond to the social demand for research.

8) Structure of Higher Education: To extract the structure of higher education, Corre-
spondence Analysis(Hayashi Type Il ) were conducted to describe the features of higher
education research. Focus was placed on the researcher’s major, graduate department, and
affiliate department. As a result, six categories were identified, these were 1 .Science, II
.Language, IIl.Physical Science, 1V.General Education, V.Student life/Vocational educa-

tion, VI .Pedagogy,Sociology,Law.






