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Quantitative Analysis About Studies On
Higher Education

Kenshi YAMANOUCHI *

The purpose of this paper is to examine the recent quantitative trend surrounding studies
on higher education. The main results are summarized as follows;

First, the number of articles on higher education written in four Japanese academic
journals(bulletins) were examined: Japanese Journal of Educational Research, The Journal
of Educational Sociology, Comparative Education and Historical Research of Education.
Results showed that there were very few articles on higher education in each jour-
nal(bulletin). This trend depicts the disinterest of young academicians and graduate students
toward higher education.

Second, the recent quantitative trend as seen through books, articles and reports on
higher education were examined, using each year’s bibliography in The Journal of
Educational Sociology. It was noted that the number of articles have been increasing rapidly,
although the number of books and reports remain constant. This trend can be attributed to
the growing interest on higher education, especially by senior academicians majoring in
sociology of education.

Third, the quantitative trend of contents of articles on higher education was examined,
using "Research in Higher Education ”(Japanese title; Daigaku Ronshu), and the other
research bulletins pubulished by the Research Institute for Higher Education at Hiroshima
University(R.I.H.E.). The results are drastic. In these twenty years, the main theme of studies
on higher education have changed from academic freedom, idea of university to accredita-
tion, internationalization of higher education etc.. '

Fourth, a quantitative trend as seen in the content of books, articles, reports, book
reviews, university criticism and essays including miscellanies was examined, using ”Annual
Bibliography on Higher Education” (Japanese title; Daigaku Koto—Kyoiku Kankei Bunken
Mokuroku) published by R.I.LH.E.. Results showed that there were many important themes
which had not received full attention in these seven years, e.g., 'academic freedom’ and
'student power’. The implication is that the number of researchers on higher education is
lacking so that adequate study on each important theme on higher education can be

conducted.
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