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‘ent Trends in nist rical Studies of
er Education

Akihiro ITOH *

This paper examines ’the state of the art’ of studies on Japanese higher education
history.

Studies in this field finally gained momentum after the 1960’s. Befoer that period, there
had been practically no full —fledged study except for a couple of outstanding works.
However, the situation drastically changed after the 1960’s. Due to the dramatic campus
disputes in the period, concern toward higher education issues became stronger than ever,
and consequently higher education history became one focus of the researchers’ interests.
Therefore, during the period from the 1960’s to the late 1970’s, there was a surge in
enthusiasm for studies in higher education history.

Although this enthusiasm did not last long and seemed to fade by the beginning of the
1980’s, the state of studies on higher education history was completely different from that of
before the 1960’s. As of the early years of the 1980’s, not a few number of specialists in this
area had emerged, and as a result, a rich variety of research works had been produced by
them. In addition, since the late 1980’s, there seems to have appeared another surge in
research in higher education history, probably stimulated by the recent higher education
reform movment.

In sum, the development of higher education history studies in past 30 years has been
amazing. Howerer, the present state of the studies in this field is still not adequate.

One of the problems is that themes of existing studies are not well—balanced. For
instance, there are extremely few historical studies on higher education curriculum and
teaching, management or administration of instiutions, students’ life—style, etc. In addition,
most studies focus on the Meiji period, while research on the Taisho and the Showa periods

has not been advanced.

% Research Associate, R.I.LH.E., Hiroshima University






