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Comparative Higher Education
Studies-Retrospect and Prospect

Toru UMAKOQOSHI *

The objective of this paper is to review the trends and characteristics of comparative
higher education studies conducted in Japan during last twenty years (1970 —90), and to point
out future problems in terms of research orientation. Generally the best comparative
research works have been done in the field of 1) university history, 2) Japan-U.S.comparison
of higher education, 3) international comparative studies of specific themes in higher
education.

First of all, the identification of Western models and their impact on modern Japanese
universities has been the favored approach of many historians. Second, because of American
influence on Japanese higher education reform after WW II, U.S. theories and practices
were introduced to the Japanese higher education research world. These were useful for
analyzing the Japanese mass higher education system. Third, many international seminars
and conferences were held in Japan and their proceedings and reports were edited from a
comparative perspective. Also many research teams were organized to conduct policy-
oriented comparative studies which were needed for higher educational planning and reform.
The comparative studies of academic productivity, study abroad, university admission and
chartering & accreditation of higher educational institutions were selected as popular topics
amongst higher education researchers.

The Following three points should be considered in order to upgrade the comparative
study of higher education during the next century. The first is to modify existing theories
such as M.Trow, R.P.Dore and P.G.Altbach and to create a new theoretical framework for
analysing the changing situation of higher education development.

Second, not only U.S. higher education, but also Asian higher education, which is
dramatically expanding, should be studied for comparison to Japan, since some Asian
countries are developing their own types of higher education, rather than borrowing from
Western models.

Third, in accordance to internationalization of higher education, the policies of higher
education must be coordinated by respective countries in terms of educational programs and
degree systems. In conjunction to this, a comparative joint study will be needed to promote

further international exchange in higher education. Specifically, bilateral and multilateral
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cooperation in higher education with the socialist countries must be promoted. A compara-
tive approach to the study of higher education is expected to play a more important role in

the next century.



