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This paper reviewed the studies on the student selection of universities after the war in
Japan. It consists of two parts: the studies on the selection methods ; the studies on the
selection system.

The first part of this review especially focused on the validity studies of university
entrance examination and the second part on contemporary issues on the selection system.

The following findings were noted through these review studies:

Partl : the Studies on the Selection Methods

(1) Since the diversification of higher aducation, the criteria for the validity of the
selection method shifted from Gakugyo Seiseki (University Grade Average) to
Shingaku Tekisei Kensa (University Aptitude Test) or to Gakushu Totatsudo (High
School Academic Achievement) and back again as need.

(2) Since universities were ranked by Hensachi (Standard Score), the student ho-
mogenization in an university was rapidly accelerated. Thefore, the correlatio-
nanalysis of the selection method became ineffective.

(3) In the late 80’s, an analysis of the academic profile was newly introduced to validate

the selection method as an alternative.

Part2 : the Contemporary Issues on the Selection System
(1) Since university education was regarded as a part of popular education, the student
selection of universities was defined as a gate to tertiary education.
(2) Since the transition from elite to mass higher education was observed as Martin
Trow projected, the selecting principle shifted from meritocratic to democratic.
(3) According to a study of university applicant behaviors based on the heat-up/cool-
out theory, the Japanese university entrance examination shifted from the modern

stage to the post-modern stage.
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