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A Review of Studies on Teaching and
Learning in Japanese Universities

Masao SEKI *

An overview of studies on university education in Japan was conducted, from the year
1972, the year in which R. I. H. E. was established. Focus was placed on undergraduate
education, as literature and translations by university faculty and R. I. H. E. researchers
were reviewed.

In this paper, a genral view of each area of university teaching was conducted, based on
the following points of view. First, progress in research on university education was
observed, with note of the current state of the art. Second, the adequacy of this state was
examined with respect to the reform proposal as outlined by the National Council on
Educational Reform (Rinji Kyoiku Shingikai) and the University Council (Daigaku Shin-
gikai). Furthermore, some issues which are lacking in attention were identified.

The conclusions reached by this study are threefold.

First, there is required in Japan, a discussion on university, based upon a broad historical
and cultural perspective, as well on deep philosophical insights, such as those done by José
Ortega y. Gasset and Daniel Bell. No such work can be found to present in Japanese studies
on higher education.

Second, in each of the study areas of university education, the middle—level studies, i. e.
on curriculum and educational organization, have not been questioned adequately. For this
reason, studies on the evaluation of university education are few in number. Reform of
university education warrants research on the various areas of university education
integrated from the perspective of university administration. In short, more studies on
education administration for universties are needed. Because such a new area of study is
interdisciplinary, what is implied is some new approaches in methodology for conducting
research.

Third, in order to advance academic studies on university education in Japan, academic
societies of each of the various disciplines, as well as individual educational institutions,
must make an effort to practice and systematize promotion of research in this area. Based on
the findings of such research, the establishment of research institutions or graduate schools
for higher education curriculum at major and regional universtities is warranted.
Furthermore, the formation of an academic society for university education should be

considered, so that the fruits of research can be exchanged amongst institutions.

* Professor, R. 1. H. E., Hiroshima University






