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The Self-Study of the University

— An Essay on the Twenty Year’s Research on Higher Education—
Kazuyuki KITAMURA *

The Research Institute for Higher Education was originally established in 1972 at
Hiroshima University as the first national research center on higher education in Japan.

The original mission of the center was a self-study of the university itself-something
like a horsefly (Socrates) attached by the gods to a great but slow-moving horse (Athens)
according to Plato (The Apology of Socrartes). In connection with this expression, the
misson of the horsefly (Research Institute of Higher Education) is considered to keep the
great horse (the University) awake by constantly biting it, even if the angry horse, who was

Lillvel JavywanrnC Dy LQllalallll - ixt

disturbed from its comfortable sleep, might kill the horsefly. Therefore, one of the criteria of

the achievements of the Research Institute for Higher Education should be to
what extent the Institute has accomplished this misson. If our Institute’s achievements during
the twenty years cannot answer (or, at least try to answer) the following fundamental
questions: "What is the University?” "From where did the University come, and to what

direction is it going?”, all of the efforts may have proved to be just in vein. Although an

* Professor, National Institute of Multimedia Education/Affiliated Researcher, R.I1L.H.E,,
Hiroshima University



