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A Study of the Determinants of Private University

Tuition in Japan

Fumihiro MARUYAMA *
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Japan. There are three facts related to that belief; one is the fact that the student

tuition tended to occur more often in the prestigious
universities in 1960 ’s; second, the fact that less prestigious and newly established
schools of medicine and dentistry have charged extremely higher tuition; and finally,
the fact that there is no correlation between faculty salaries and university prestige.
This paper examines whether or not the belief of prestigious universities having lower
tuition is true. This paper aiso examines the relationship beiween tuition and univer
sity enrollments and between tuition and educational quality of the private univer-
sities.

The data used here are drawn from several college guidebooks in 1989, The unit of
analysis is gakubu, that is, the schools composing a university. First in the school of
economics, which counts 81 in Japan, the simple correlation is calculated among twelve
variables; tuition, selectivity, school age, the number of enrollment, the number of
faculty members, the number of schools in university, the faculty to student ratio,
etc.. Then, the selectivity variable is regressed on the tuition variable in school of
literature(n=110 ) , economics(n=81) , engineering(n=62) , medicine(n=29) .

The result shows that as shown inthe empirical studies in U. S., the more prestigio
us universities are likely to charge higher tuition except for medical school. The marg-
inal tuition revenue to additional unit increase of selectivity is ¥ 3, 781 in the school

of literature, ¥5, 016 in economics, ¥ 11,193 in engineering,— ¥ 93, 875 in medicine.
Thereis no evidence of a scale of economies in university, that is no relationship
between tuition and the number of students.

The relationship between tuition and educational quality (here only teacher to
student ratio is measured) i1s difficult to interpret; in Japan there is a relationship
that higher tuition schools have lower ratio of faculty per student; students do not
pay higher tuition for better educational quality.

This study reveals the belief that prestigious private universities charge less is not
true in Japan. This fact suggests that a student from a less wealthy family may have
difficulties to access to prestigious private universities because of a lack of ample

scholarships in Japan.

* Associate professor, Sugiyama Women’s University (Affiliated Researcher, R. 1. H. E.)



