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The Report of the U. S. Scientific Advisory Group

and Postwer Japanese Higher Education Reform

Gary H. TSUCHIMOCHI *

™

n June 1947, a letter from Robert P. Patterson, Secretary of War to Dr. Frank
B. Jewett, President of the National Academy of Sciences, formally invited the National
Sciences to sponsor a visit to Japan for approximately thirty days for a
group of six scientists to undertake an Advisory Scientific Mission. The Scientific A
dvisory Group was led by Dr. Roger Adams, Head of Department of Chemistry,
University of Illinois. The purpose of the mission was stated by the Secretary of War
as follows:

General MacArthur has informed me of an urgent need for scientists qualified
to organize and direct research in the fields of chemistry, physics, biology,
electrical engineering and the social sciences to advise members of his staff
concerning proper evaluation of plans submitted by the Japanese scientific

groups for the democratization of scientific research in Japan.

The Report of Reorganization of Science and Technology in Japan by the Scientific
Advisory Group was submitted to General MacArthur through the National Academy
of Sciences on September 29, 1947, The Report contains a review of the present situation
In science in Japan as well as a proposed plan for reorganization of Japanese higher
education.

There was an identical scientific mission to Germany led by Dr. Adams under the
request of Lt. Gen. Lucius D. Clay, Deputy Military Governor of the American Zone
in Germany in July 1945, prior to the Scientific Advisory Group to Japan. Dr. Adams
stated that unless Germany’s heavy industry was revived, even at the risk of restor-
ing her potentialities for making war, the entire economy of Europe faced collapse.

The Scientific Advisory Group was not well known among Japanese educators be-
cause 1t was originally requested by the Scientific and Technical Division, Economic
and Scientific Section(ESS)and not by the Civil Information and Education Section
(CI&E)which was responsible for education matters and for requesting the U. S.
Education Mission to Japan, March 1946, However, according to Mark T. Orr, Chief of
the Education Division, CI&E, there were numerous areas in which the responsibility
assigned to the Division and to other Divisions and Sections of the General

Headquarters overlapped, as follows:

% Professor, Toyo Eiwa Women’s University (Affiliated Researcher, R.ILH.E.)
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most of which was carried on by universities and attached research insti-
tutes ; the Public Health and Welfare Section was interested in medical and
public health education; the Natural Resources/ Section was concerned with

education in the fields of forestry, agriculture, and fisheries.

In fact. it was stated in the foreword of the enort that the Seientifie Advieorv
In fact, it was stated in the foreword of the Report that the Scientific Advisory
Group was briefed by the Civil Information and Education Section; the Civil Communi-
cations Section; the Scientific and Technical Division, Economic and Scientific Section;

Resources Section during the first eleven days in Tokyo.
Furthermore, the Scientific Advisory Group recommended 1its reorganization of

Japanese higher education as follows:

The Scientific Advisory Group, while charged with the problem of investi-
gating general reorganization of science and technology in Japan, has nec-

the advantage of visiting several and observing contrasts and similarities. The
comments which follow, while not systematically organized seem pertinent
to a report of activities, especially since we have found research in science
and technology to be inseparable from instruction.

The Scientific Advisory Group also recommended that higher education should be
removed from the responsibility of the Ministry of Education. It quoted from the
Report of the U. S. Education Mission to Japan, which stated, “The Ministry of
Education has been the seat of power for those who controlled the minds of Japan.”
They recommended the encouragement of private universities toward contributing to
democratic thoughts and freedom loving ideas and the removal of high tax on gifts.

Up to now, no information has been known concerning the Scientific Advisory
Group due to the restrictions relating to historical documents. Recently, however, a
part of the draft of “Reorganization of Science and Technology in Japan” was
discovered in the Roger Adams Papers at the University Archives, University of
[llinois.

The purpose in writing this paper is to reveal the details concerning reorganization
of Japanese higher education in the draft of the Report.

In conclusion, the writer found that the Report made a significant recommendation
on postwar Japanese higher education, simply because there was no education mis-
sion between the First U. S. Education Mission to Japan, 1946 and the Second U. S. Ed-

ucation Mission to Japan, 1950. Furthermore, it was different from “German Scien-
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tific Research and Engineering” of the German Scientific Mission, July 1945 that was

restricted within a recommendation of the scientific research and engineering in post-

war Germany.






