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Kazuhiro EBUCHI

This paper intends to suggest some general modeis of goals of international education and ex-
change for examining the philosophy and policy of receiving and educating foreign students in
higher education institutions, based on the findings obtained from the author’s research visits to some
western countries and also his own experiences of participating in several OECD-related internatio-
nal seminars on foreign student education. The enormous increase in students from abroad in recent
years has demanded the governments and institutions in various host countries, including Japan, to
reconsider the significance and objectives of receiving them. From here, a serious concern with a
rationale or justification for why we should receive foreign students and what we should educate

them for has been growing.

As a “classical” example, we may refer to four goals or objectives explored by the Institute of
International Education (I. I. E.) thirty five years ago (1955) which was based on an extensive study
on the motivation and needs of foreign students in coming to the United States: 1) to advance the
candidate’s personal and professional development; 2) to prepare the candidate for service to his
home country through the acquisition of additional knowledge and skills; 3) to promote international
understanding; and 4) to contribute to the advancement of knowledge through cooperative study and
research with professional colleagues in the United States. From this example we may generalize
four models concerning the goals and ideals of receiving students from abroad, such as the follow-
ing: 1) Personal career model; 2) Foreign aid model / diplomatic strategy model; 3) International under-
standing model and 4) Scholastic network model. Among the above four models, 2 and 3, both of
which are related to diplomatic policies of developed countries toward developing countries, have

been the most popular so far.

While the above four models may be said to be basically still predominant in many countries, a
significant change appears to be occurring, as a result of, or as a mere reaction to, the “explosion”
of international students. There are at least three emerging models which are tentatively called the
“partnership model”, the “customer model” and the “global model” respectively. The partnership model,

which developed from the second OECD Seminar held in Hiroshima (1988), sees foreign students
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collaborators to seek after truth through many kinds of cooperative work. This model is based on
the recognition of the inherent reciprocity of both benefit and burden in a partnership exchange
between the guests and the hosts and encourages the institutions to maximize benefits for both
domestic and foreign students. The customer model has emerged from the so—called “cost-benefit”

issue of international student education. This model sees students from abroad a

w

stabilizing finance in higher education. The well-known “full-cost policy” for overseas students

ender univer-

sity reform (to a certain extent) inevitable, for “customers” will likely make demands to the university
for a guarantee of high quality education and adequate support systems. The global community
model is a model closely related to model 3 on international understanding. This model was first
suggested at the Hiroshima Seminar and further recognized at the third OECD Seminar held in
international education and exchange as a means

of cultivating international awareness and developing a global citizen identity.

In addition to such an emergence of new models, a kind of qualitative change in the content of
on an existing model can be observed. The promotion of international or intercultural understanding
represented by model 3 has been perceived by many concerned people in the host countries as
one of the most important goals of international educational exchange. However, the emphasis on
ten implied that students from abroad shouid learn the host country’s

culture, but not necessarily vice versa. A notable shift from this “one-way” process paradigm is

a “two-way process.” Unlike the foreign aid model which tends to be dominated by a “one-way
process” view, the newly emerging partnership model is characterized by a “two—way process” concept

emphasizing mutual benefit.

However, in most countries the reality pertaining to international education and exchange is nor-
mally full of conflicts and self-contradictions which may block “wo-way interaction.” In order to
analyze such circumstances, a set of opposing concepts is suggested, i. e., “integrationism” vs. “separa-
tism.” Integrationism is an institutional policy pertaining to the treatment of students in which both
foreign and domestic students are handled equally, with no clear-cut distinction between the two
categories of students, in terms of educational as well as various support programs. In contrast, under
separatism, special considerations and treatment in those terms are provided exclusively for the
benefit of the former. Separatism is based on an assumption that foreign students are apt to be
disadvantaged in the host country in many respects. However, special treatment is possible to place

them in a somewhat different system from that of domestic students and in its extreme form there
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is a risk of “ghettoing” the former. The conflict of philosophy between integrationism and separatism
raises an inportant question about how we should perceive the “needs” of foreign students. This quest-
ion seems to involve the essential nature of international education and exchange. The principle of
flexibility which excuses partial separatism/integrationism will be the only practical solution to this
issue under the present circumstances, though it is not an easy matter to decide which “part” could

be separated.



