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University : Commentary Remarks on the Second OECD /CERI - Sponsored
International Seminar on Higher Education

Kazuhiro EBUCHI*

This paper makes a brief summary and some commentary remarks on the outcomes of
the second OECD / CERI - sponsored international seminar on “the Flow of Foreign Students
and Internationalization of Higher Education,” held in Hiroshima, Japan, 8- 10th of November
in 1988, for which the Research Institute for Higher Education (RIHE) at Hiroshima University
assumed the responsibility in coordinating the program and carrying out the activities of
the seminar. Realizing the critical need to share experience and information on foreign student
issues, the seminar was structured around the main theme of “foreign students and contribution

to and impact upon the internationalization of hi

The seminar dealt with rationales of why we host foreign students and disclosed that some
of the participants were concerned with foreign students as “research partners” rather than
mere objects of training. The partnership concept as a model for the development of national
policies and institutional responses to foreign students has gained popularity among the
participants, recognizing the inherent reciprocity of profits and burdens in the partnership
relationship. This implies that it is the institutions’ responsility to develop institutional responses

that maximize benefits both for foreign and domestic students. With this concept of foreign

of internationalizing higher education. The role of foreign students in promoting
internationalization of higher education, however, remains to be clarified in more concrete
terms.

Various issues of foreign students adjustment were identified and new approaches and
programs to solve those issues were proposed. Among many others, the recent development
of host institution’s recognition of culturally defined cognitive skills and learning style of
foreign students attracted considerable attention. It is reported that this recognition has been
producing reforms of instruction as well as orientation programs for foreign students.

Institutional support systems and service programs to meet various needs of foreign students
and to facilitate their socio—cultural and psychological adjustment, such as financing,
accommodation, language preparation, etc. have developed in many countries. However, there
is newly emerging view concerning institutional support system which suggests a more “laisses
faire approach,” implying that in an era of massive foreign student influx it is no longer
practical for institutions to provide much elaborate service programs to cope with the many
complex and diversified needs which foreign students inevitably have.

*Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University






