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The Uses of Study on Higher Education
—From the Perspective of 18 Years History of RIHE—

Kazuyuki KITAMURA *

The purpose of academic research on higher education — study research on the university
—which is conducted within the academic community is by necessity two-hold : an objective
analysis of the university as a field of pure academic study and a self - study of the individual
university for the practical purpose of finding solutions for various problems which occur
in particular systems or institutions of higher education. While the first approach attempts
to respond to “cosmopolitan needs,” the latter is more oriented to answering “local” needs.

In Japan, academic study on higher education was first officially institutionalized as an

“academic field” in 1972, when the Research Institute for Higher Education (RIHE) was

established at Hiroshima University by the Ministry of Education, Science & Culture.

time was “local” in that it was expected to function as an information service center for the
University community. However, only two year later, when the Ministry recognized the
institute as a national center for the study of higher education, the RIHE was expected to

carry out double missions : as a cosmopolitan center for the study of higher education from

a purely academic perspective as well as a self - study service center for responding to various
problems of Hiroshima University. Seen from the historical perspective of 18 vears, the Institute

M L-_,_L_,,,“ o ”
has continued to put a greater emphasis on the “cosmopolitan” needs rather than“local

needs and this has been a cause for some serious criticism within Hiroshima University against
the RIHE. The major complaints are that the Institute’s products are too academic and not
relevant enough to the local needs of Hiroshima University. On the other hand, there has

also been strong support for the RIHE’s a “cosmopolitan” approaches claiming that RIHE

should be anational center for the study of higher education at Hiroshima University, and

cr

not a local survice center for Hiroshima University only.

This double mission - expectation and the conflict between the two missions have existed
since the beginning of the RIHE, and they still remain as unresolved conflicts. During the
1990s when higher education will be facing fundamental changes, demands and expectations
to the effective study on higher educational both from the higher education cimmunity within
and outside Hiroshima University may become even stronger, and it may make these conflicts
more intense. “Which approaches should RIHE put greater emphasis upon ? ” “what is the

proper balance between these “cosmopolitan” and “local” approaches? Answering these questions

will be among the most important “new and old” challenges for the RIHE in the 1990s.

*)Professor, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University



