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and technology.
However, long before ‘‘manpower’’ and ‘‘human resources’’ came to be used as everyday expres-
sions, they were being discussed by policy makers in Japan. During the time of the Second World War,

because of the needs of military mobilization, these issues became a major policy focus. This paper

““manpower’’ or ‘‘human resources’’

appeared at that time, how contemporary people use these terms, and how manpower policy was planned
and carried out. We argue that the concepts of ‘“‘manpower’’ and ‘‘human resources’’ emerged in the
planning process of military mobilization policy. These technocratic and mechanical concepts were
suitable for military related labor-force planning and commandeering of forces and in general facili-
tated the goals of the military government.

Second, we examine the policy of mobilization of higher education graduates and the policy of higher
education expansion, because both of the policies were closely related to the manpower policy in those
days. We found that in order to meet the demand for highly educated ‘‘human resources’’ from war-
related industries, higher education especially in the fields of science and technology was drastically

expanded and college graduates were forced to take jobs in military industries.

* Research Associate, R. I. H. E., Hiroshima University



