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A Semantlc Analysis with Special Reference to
Internationalization of Higher Education

Kazuhiro EBUCHI*

This paper aims to clarify the meaning of what the Japanese call ‘‘kokusaika,’’ literally translated
as ‘‘internationalization,’’ by attempting a semantic analysis of the word in comparison with the En-
glish word “‘internationalization,”” which is different in meaning from its Japanese counterpart. Based
on such discussion, an analytic framework for internationalization of higher education is suggested.

According to some standard English dictionaries, such as Oxford and Webster’s, the English word
internationalize is a transitive verb that acts upon other people or state, meaning ‘‘to bring (a country,
territory, etc.) under the combined government or protection of two or more different nations.’’ In
contrast to the English word, the Japanese word in its verb form is generally used as an intransitive
verb that designates ‘‘being in a process of becoming.”” According to a Japanese language dictionary,
the noun form of the word is defined as ‘‘the process of becoming accepted by the rest of the world.”’
Such a difference in the meanings of internationalization are apparently derived from different histori-
cal backgrounds in terms of different nation’s participation in the world community.

The difference between the English and the Japanese internationalization seems to be not merely
a matter of semantics but is a manifestation of the difference in stance and attitudes towards the inter-
national community. The Japanese concept of internationalization may include anything transferable
across national boundaries, i. e., dealing with persons, goods, information, or techniques. Although
the multivocality or ambiguity seems to be characteristic of the word, it is worth noting that the Japanese
word ‘‘internationalization’’ carries three distinct categories of meaning; 1) Positive intake of other
cultural elements from abroad - acculturation; 2) Spread of Japanese cultural elements, including the
language, to overseas - ‘‘Japanization’’; and 3) Contribution to the development of a global communi-
ty order through participating in international cooperative projects of various kind - ‘‘Globalism.”’

The word ‘‘internationalization’’ usually connotes positive images to Japanese, implying that the
Japanese conceive internationalization to be not only an actual process or state of being international
but also a goal to be attained. In the author’s understanding, the state of ‘‘being international’’ is
conceived to mean the process of increasing interdependence between different countries and its resul-
tant processes of adjustment in nations involved, through increased mobility of persons, information,
including skills and techniques, material goods, etc., all of which processes are expected to facilitate
the building of a peaceful order among the global community.

As an actual process, ‘‘internationalization’’ designates social and cultural changes (acculturation)
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to consist of five dimensions such as the following:
1) Values (Persons): Enrichment of culture through exchange (reciprocal transmission and accep-
tance through persons and other media) of different cultural elements - materialistic, informational,

scientific, and affective value-added elements - and resultant increase of shared part of culture among

different societies; ment of the elaborate systems of counterparts and establish-

ment of compatibility in operation of institutional and organizational programs among different countries
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arious sectors/fields of the society; 3) Rules: Attain-
ment of international consensus and common rules pertaining to the management of societal organiza-
tions and programs; 4) Norms: Development of better understanding and more respect to fundamental
human rights and cultural differences, negating ethnocentrism, and observance of humanitarian values
and norms; and 5) Orders: Increase of opportunities for individuals to participate in various kinds
of collaborative projects which contribute to the building of a peaceful world order and advancing
welfare for all human beings and resultant growth of globalism.

The above list designates the process and structure of internationalization (as an analytical frame-
work) in general terms, but this framework can be applied to the internationalization of the university
in a more operational format so as to have a kind of inventory to measure to what extent a given university
is internationalized. Some comments are given below:

1) Enrichment of educational programs and increase of diversified programs: Promotion of inter-
national academic exchange in various fields is expected to enrich educational programs and help in
raising level of research. The flow of foreign students should be accelerating this function of the univer-
sity, at least in theory.

2) Establishment of compatibility of school credits: Development of comparable curriculum and
credit systems in some fields of study and establishing definite evaluation systems will enhance institu-
tional compatibility between universities, domestic and abroad. With the increase of exchange pro-
grams between sister universities, establishment of compatibility of credits is becoming a significant
issue among the Japanese institutions involved.

3) Attainment of international consensus in administrating higher education institutions: Both pro-
motion of international exchange progams and establishment of compatibility of credits require a cer-
tain degree of consensus in organizational management and operational rules between institutional
partners, including the recruitment system for both faculty and administrative staff.

4) Promotion of intercultural understanding and development of norms necessary for cooperative
activities (symbiosis) on and off campus: There is a strong need to search for more effective means
of learning how to deal with and respect the cultural differences that foreign students bring into the
host country, as recognition of differences among nations (human groups) and mutual respect for such
differences are prerequisites for peaceful world co-existence.

S) Increase of opportunities for individual scholars to participate in international collaborative research
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projects: Experience of participation in some kinds of international joint research projects is becoming
very common to today’s university professors. Foreign students will be the most prospective candi-

dates for such projects to be planned in the host countries.






