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The Historical Character of German Universities
Akiro BEPPU*

It is a generally acknowledged fact that the German university did not come of itself, but
was established by the state after the model of Paris or Bologna. The earlier universities in
Italy and France had gradually obtained corporative privileges, such as exemption from
civil jurisdiction and taxes, and the right of self-government.

The German university was founded as a guild. From the beginning of its foundation it
was granted corporative privileges; the right of self-government, the right to conduct
examinations for the doctor-degree, to appoint its own officials, to admit venia legendi and
Privatdozenten and to carry out its own academic jurisdiction etc.

On the other hand, it was not only a free corporation (guild), but also a state institution.
It was founded and maintained by the state, and was subject to state control. Therefore it
had a dual character: a privileged free cororation (private element) and a state institution
(public element).

Using these concepts (public and private), this paper trys to analyze the organization of
the German university from the following five aspects;

(1) Kinds of teaching staff

(2) Mode of appointing the university teachers

(3)

(4) Members of descision-making body (senate and faculty-meeting)
(5)

Kinds of lecturers

Source of income of university teachers
By analyzing the organization of the Geman university from the above five aspects from
a historical perspective, this paper concludes that the German university as an organization
was an amalgamation of two inconsistent elements, that is the university as a free corora-
tion (private element) and the university as a stase institution (public element). This mixture
of two elements has historically conditioned the peculiar character of the German univer-
sity.

We can say that the concept: “the German university as an organization is an amalgama-
tion of two inconsistent elements” is useful as a ideal type (Idealtypus) for researching the

history of German universities.

* Associate Professor, School of Literature, Meizi University (Affiliated Researcher, R.I.H.
E)






