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in the Japanese University?

55“

hy Generai Education is a
Kazuyuki KITAMURA*

The ineffectiveness of the teaching function in Japanese Universities has frequently been under severe

) P984 . | e H

criticism since just after the start of the New University System (Shinsei Daigaku Seido) in 1947. In par-
ticular, the quality of general education and its relationship to specialized education has continually been
a subjeci for debaie even to ihe present.
Reform(established 1984) has proposed reform in general education. Why has general education con-
tinuously been a focus of controversy during the past 40 years since undergraduate general education
programs were introduced to the New University System by the strong initiative of the U.S. Occupation?

In order to seek a solution to this question, one document ‘‘The General Education in the University
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of the New University System, and because it was compiled by a number of leading educators who were
related with the Japanese University Accrediting Association.

It is surprising to find that most of the basic proposals for the reform of general education currently
being discussed can be found in this document published 35 years ago. Thus, it seems that most of the
basic principles of general education had been neither understood nor accepted by many of the universi-

n from the present perspective, the basic reform proposals of the General Education
Study Committee have proved to be appropriate ones in terms of the current massified and diversified
system of higher education after World War II. The emphases on general education rather than over-
specialization at the undergraduate level, the importance of guidance and teaching methods, the change
from teacher-centered lecture courses to student-centered discussion programs, the transition from elite
to mass higher education system as a whole, are, in some ways, well-predicted changes in the current
direction of present-day Japanese higher education.

Why didn’t Japanese universities react to move towards the directions the Committee suggested? Did
the Japanese university try to move to Americanization, but in vain? Or, was the university successful
in creating an original Japanese university fundamentally different from the American model? Or, has
the Japanese university, in spite of their efforts, simply carried over the traditional pre-war University
system without any fundamental change?

These are some of the most interesting problems related to interpreting the history of the Japanese
university after WWII. This theme demands historical and comparative analysis of the development of

higher education during the post-war period. The present essay is the first step in such an inquiry.

* Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



