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The Process of Transition in the Undergraduate Educational System in
Japanese National Universities After World War 11

Masao SEKI*
The purpose of this paper is to examine the characteristics of the process of transition of the under

As cross-axes for anaiysis, the llowing is analyzed: (1) general education and special-

ized education; (2) liberal arts-type-colleges and schools(agricultural engineering etc); (3) the continu-

ance of the characteristics in the old-system university and change in new-system university.

The findings can be summarized as follows

1. Change brought about by the GHQ-reform
(1) 1 prefecture 1 university rule

on of General Education to University education
(3) Establishment of liberal arts college in each university
(4) Establishment of the school of education in each university
2. Role of the Japanese University Accreditation Association
(1) University Establishment Standards of ‘‘Monbusho’’ by the same concept of the rule
(2) Continuation of the concept of old-system universities
(3) Increasing the possibility of the establishment of liberal arts colleges and schools of education
at universities in each prefecture
3. Changes in the new system universities brought about by the ‘‘University Establishment Standard”’
(1) A type universities(built on the foundations of ‘‘imperial universities’’ and B type universi-
ties(built on the foundations of ‘‘old-system universities’’) carry over the concept and traits
of the old-system except for the addition of schools of education and sections of general educa-
tion “‘Kydyobu”’
(2) C type universities(built on the foundations of old higher schools as like ‘‘gymnasium’’) and
D type universities(on the foundation of old-system teacher training schools) established ‘‘Bun-
rigakubu’’ or ‘‘Gakugei gakubu’’ as liberal arts colleges, respectively
4. Changes in the universities in the 1960’s
(1) A and B type universities established dental and phamacy schools at the undergraduate and
graduate level
(2) C type universities established schools of humanities social sciences and natural sciences and

the sections of general education ‘‘Kydy6bu’’ by division of liberal arts colleges ‘‘Bunrigakubu’’

* Professor, R.I.LH.E., Hiroshima University
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(3) Most of the D type universities established schools of education and ‘‘Ky6y6bu’’ by dividing
the liberal arts college ‘‘Gakugeigakubu’’

Effect of the Student Movement

(1) Reforms in negligence of general education and liberal arts colleges

(2) New cross-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary colleges

Changes in the universities after the 1970’s
(1) Osaka and Tsukuba universities established cross- or interdisciplinary type colleges
{2) The College of Integrated Science in Hiroshima University and the College of Humanities and

Social Sciences at Iwate University were established by grading up the ‘‘Kydy6bu’’

Finally, we propose the establishment of more research institutions for higher education in order

to promote reform in general education or undergraduate education systems in Japanese universities.



