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Yasumasa Tomoda*

University extension lectures in Japan showed a remarkable increase just after the student riots of the
late 1960’s. During this

sity policy was encouraged. Furthermore, in the univ 1
the student body was made up of homogeneous young people lacking in experiences of social life, reforms
such as the introduction of aduit education and interdisciplinary research were proposed. Through these
it was expected that communication among university staff might be enhanced and students’ alienation
would be mitigated.

However, this reform-oriented extension policy soon disappeared as the other major r

down. It should be noted however that university extension lectures have recently shown a remarkable
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increase. In 1982, some typ out of 477 four-
Compared with the statistics of the past, the number of institutions offering extension lectures has dou-
bled for the past six years. This rapid increase is partly due to encouragement from the Ministry of Edu-
cation, and also from demand by adult learners. Adults’ demand for learning has remarkably risen since
the ““Oil Shock”. Of course, this demand and encouragement are important, but it is also necessary for

individual institutions to find their own incentives or motivation

We have to ask the following questions. First, what kind of returns or merits can individual institu-

ering extension programs This auestion must be asked because most Ja apa;
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sities tend to offer extension lectures based on highly abstract reasons such as ‘“‘social responsibility of
higher education’. Although the university’s responsibility is important, more concrete and tangible rea-
sons or objectives are also necessary. Otherwise, it might be difficult to gain a consensus among the teaching
staff for encouraging them to make the necessary efforts for the advancement or improvement of exten-

sion lectures. At present, extension lectures are no more than “‘additional duties” for most staff. If we
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can expect any improvement in research and teaching conditions, if we can expect any increase in finan-

=
2..
Q
N
=
ot
=
o
=
n
4]

be interested in promoting extension lectures.
Second, we must ask whether or not universities have to promote extension lectures. This question has
to be asked because many Japanese professors are already participating in various adult education pro-

grams organized by outside non-university organizations. These organizations such as those sponsored by

for adults. A ‘free-market’ of professors in the area of adult education exists, and some ‘talented’ profes-

*Associate Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences, Osaka University
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sors are quite busy with their off-campus duties. Furthermore, Culture Centers have been established
in big cities by private enterprises such as newspaper companies, department stores, hotels, etc., and
many university professors are teaching literature, history, language, or philosophy at these centers.
Under this free-market, off-campus organizations can choose university professors whom they consider
appropriate. On the other hand, in the case of university extension lectures, lecturers are, in many cases,
chosen by turn in order to balance their additional duties. At present, many universities find it difficult
to attract a large enough audience. We have to ask finally what is the unique contribution of university
extension lectures. Can universities organize and present unique extension lectures and contribute both

to outside society and the universities themselves?



