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Reception of Foreign Students into Graduaie Programs in japan

Shuichi Tsukahara*
Hiromitsu Muta*

Tatsuo Yamada*

This paper examines the circumstances in which Japanese universities receive foreign students into their
doctor programs and exlores problems for them to tackle. The analyses we have made here are based
upon data obtained through a social survey. Questionnaires were sent to 406 deans of major doctoral
courses and 351 leading science and technology professors at graduate schools across the nation. Replies
were obtained from 74 per cent of the addressees in both groups.

The principle findings are as follows:

(1) The popular image that Japanese universities only provide a limited number of places for overseas
students has proved to be inappropriate to some fields. In such fields as agriculture and technolo-
gy, the proportion of graduate students from overseas has reached as high as 15-20 per cent.

(2) Most of the respondents agree that the language barrier most frequently causes foreign students
difficulties in class, but those in science and technology pointed out that low cognitive achievement
in basic subjects such as mathematics and physics is also a deterrent.

(8) Professors do not consider that a doctorate in science and technology is particularly difficult for
an overseas student to obtain.

(4) The majority hold favorable views towards having foreigners as students. However, the feeling of
professors associated with doctoral courses having a considerable number of overseas students is
that their existence has been a burden to them.

(5) Japanese universities as a whole, and especially in scientific fields, are quite willing to receive more
foreign students into their programs. An exception to this can be found however for agriculture
which has matriculated the largest number of foreigners.

In addition, the above-mentioned findings lead us to the following policy implications:

(1) To give wider and authoritative publicity to facts about Japanese universities; to supply informa-
tion for overseas applicants regarding disciplines in which Japan acts as leader of the world, the
standard of cognitive resources or educational background required at Japanese universities, and
the current tutorial system.

(2) To develop a mechanism that can equip foreign students with enough basic scientific knowledge;

to enlarge opportunities for them to receive complementary lessons.

*Researcher,National Institute for Educational Research
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(3) To improve the doctorate system; to reform the criteria for obtaining PhD in the social sciences
or in the humanities.
(4) To iron out differences in enrollment of foreign students; to increase student intake in fields other

than science and technology or private universities.






