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/)i?S)J;JZE L&/ —~vESHEE (100 £) ICBOTHRERE (4.985) BT bE—AIT
»Y, TOM, EAIZiIMember of National Academy of Sciences (£95,4.22) , E. Fe-
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An Introductory Sociological Study on Academic Awards
Atsunori YAMANOI*

The sociology of science founded by R.K. Merton before the Second World War has emerged as a dis-
tinct sociological speciality in the United State and Europe. Within this discipline many important con-
ceptions regarding the social aspect of science have been developed. In particular, the reward system
in the scientific community is one of the most important of these concepts. According to J. Cole and
S. Cole, a reward system with the function of scientific recognition is clarified as follows: honorific awards,
occupational status, and the visibility of scientists. The occupational status of university professors in the
academic marketplace and visibility through citation counts has been studied in Japan. However, research
on honorific academic awards (ex. prize, medal, award, membership, etc.) has not been developed in Japanese
sociology of science.

The purpose of this article, thus, is to study academic awards from the viewpoint of the career of univer-
sity professors, organizations granting academic awards, and the entire higher educational system. The
functions of academic awards serve to 1) increase the visibility of successful professors who serve as role
models for other professors, 2) reinforce the patterns of behavior which led to the academic production
of superior research by focusing attention on excellence and recognizing it, 3) increase the prestige and
visibility of the granting organizations by linking them with the scientific elite in contemporary science,
4) motivate the working researcher to focus on important problem-searching and problem-solving which
are likely to be rewarded.

Academic awards from granting organizations are socially stratified according to prestige and visibility
just like individual scientists and other social organizations are; thus, it is very important for us to ana-
lyze how this social stratification is formed and its distribution among university professors. R.K. Merton
has asserted ‘“the Matthew effect”, “principle of accumulative advantage”, and “forty-first chair” hypotheses
in the reward system of the scientific community. Does this apply to social allocation of the academic
awards among Japanese university professors as well. The present study will examine this problem ac-
cording to the following:

1. Introduction
. The functions of academic awards

2
3. The social system and stratification of academic awards
4. The social allocation of academic awards

5

. The task and design of the research

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Toyama University



