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Masako AMANO*

the Example of Prewar Elite Wives —

social status (chii keisei), and the other is indication of status (chii hyoji). These two functions correlate

Educational credentials place men in high prestige occupations, and can bring them high income and

considerable authority as well. In contrast, occupation occupies a smaller part of a woman's life course.

For a woman, educational credentials symbolize the values, the culture and learning, of the status group

to which she belongs.

marry, for the woman’s status group, more specifically, the social status of the woman’s family, is clear-

o
i<

bride’s educational credentials have greater importance as an indicator of social status than the groom’s.

This paper examines the educational records of spouses of prewar Japanese male elites by analyzing

biographical data concerning 1,643 graduates of the two top prewar universities, Tokyo Imperial Univer-

sity, a national institution, and Waseda University, a private institution. More concretely, this study ex-
assumed importance for mate selection, and 3) educational concepts and content of girl’s high schools

al status). Major sources were the Yearbook of Imperial University Graduates, 1932,

ir soci

.

propriate to the
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and the Waseda University Gentlemen’s Register, 1939.




