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rrussian bureaucrats anda rroiessors at the iurn o1 the uventury.
Morikazu Ushiogi*

This paper deals with the conflict between Prussian bureaucrats and professors concerning ‘‘academic
freedom’ at the turn of the century. Althoff, a bureaucrat in the Prussian Ministry of Education and
Culture, is well-known as a major figure who dominated Prussian higher education and science from 1882
to 1907. The basic question is why he was able to reign over the total system of higher education and
science in Prussia and even Germany. Two aspects should be considered, namely (1) the emergence of
“big science” and the increased financial dependance of professors on the central government for research
money, (2) the inefficiency of the guild-like faculties as agencies for selection of suitable professors. In
contrast to the U.S., where a number of private philanthropists donated considerable funds to universi-
tral government. Rockfeller donated almost 35 million dollars for starting the University of Chicago, the
amount of which corresponded to 35 years of the annual budget of Berlin University and 70 years of
Tokyo Imperial University of those days. Prussian professors who needed to establish new research insti-
tutes and new chairs to keep pace with the scientific revolution in the world had to depend on Althoff’s
favor through personal connections with him. This kind of mentality was criticized by Werner Sombart
as a servile attitude which jeopardized the independance of the university and science. Although Sombart
tried to organize a Conference of University Professors to stand against the “Althoff System’, the general
attitude of professors toward Althoff and his “System’ was ambivalent. In fact, Althoff’s intervention
in the faculty appointment procedure was weicomed by some professors. In his autobiography, Pauisen
claimed that to make the faculties the sole arbiters in the appointment of professors would be the quick-
est way to ruin the German universities. From his own personal experience, he never trusted the faculty
as an agency to select prominant professors and to make recommendations to the Ministry of Education.
Paulsen, isolated among his colleages in the Faculty of Philosophy at Berlin University, was never recom-
mended to full-professor by the Faculty. His promotion was realized, not through the initiative of the
Faculty of Philosophy, but through Althoff’s intervention into the appointment procedure. Paulsen thought
that the main threat to academic freedom came from the narrow-minded and seifish facuities rather than
from the Ministry of Education. Paulsen as well as some other professors took the ‘Althoff System”
to be the guardian of academic freedom. Although this story is now 80 year old history, it poses many

important questions about the real meaning of academic freedom and about who can maintain it.

* Professor, Faculty of Education, Nagoya University



