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Institutional Stability of Senshu Gakko

Makoto Aso*
Hiroyuki Kondo**

The Senshu Gakko System is a vocational school system established in Japan in 1976. Before that
time, so called miscellaneous schools (Kakushu Gakko) had been excluded from the general provisions
of the Japanese school system. Many of these schools had offered intensive training courses to foster
practical skills useful in various occupational careers. The Japanese Federation of Miscellaneous Schools
had pushed for the furtherance of this type of education for about a decade, and consequently a portion
of these schools succeeded in raising their status to Senshu Gakko. These consist of three main courses
according to the revised provisions; Doto Katei for junior high school graduates, Senmon Katei for high
school graduates, and Ippan Katei for adults.

Using empirical data, we examined the institutional stability of Senshu Gakko and got the following
findings.

(1) Among miscellaneous schools, those which offered courses which lead to a license or to being specially
qualified in a skill were generally promoted to the status of Senshu Gakko. The type of education one
receives at such schools is considered by high schools students as an alternative to colleges and uni-
versities.

(2) In fact, the ratio of high school graduates entering into Senshu Gakko has been growing and recently
surpassed the ratio of Junior College entrants.

(3) This growth can possibly be explained by the following three reasons; the repressive policies against
the expansion of universities, the recent drastic changes in the labor market of high school graduates-
especially of those students from an academic course, and the decrease in socio-economical benefits of
the university type of education. Such factors should contribute to the maintenance of the demand for
a Senshu Gakko type of education.

(4) The employment opportunities for graduates of Senshu Gakko are not so much better than be-
fore. Only 32 percent of the enterprises we investigated stated that they employed graduates from
Senshu Gakko and 73 percent of them answered that they treated the graduates from Senshu Gakko
on the same basis as the graduates from the so called “miscellaneous schools”. This type of situation
will no doubt influence the career choice of high school students in the near future and may cause a
crisis in the Senshu Gakko.

(5) Regarding the management of such schools, the administrators of the Senshu Gakko which we inves-
tigated indicated 3 ways for stabilizing their schools. The first was to get their status promoted from
Senshu Gakko to college-status. This method was widely advocated by nursing and teacher training
schools. The second way was the intensification of the license-offering function without raising the
status of the school. This was advocated especially by engineering and business schools. And the
third way was to loosen the present standards to a degree and admit students without high school
diplomas. This policy was generally advocated by barber, cooking and tailoring/dressmaking schools.
An important point to consider here is that a governmental policy which supported only one of these
proposals might invalidate the other two, as the three proposals are in conflict with each other.

Even now, Senshu Gakko remain in the same status as the “miscellaneous schools”. The problem we

face, is how can we reorganize these Senshu Gakko without detracting from their present functions.
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