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Freshmen’s Attitudes toward General Education

—Their attitude change and evaluation of coursework-—

Masaru Kurokawa*

The first purpose of this paper was to analyze freshmen’s attitudes towards systems and contents
of general education, how attitudes change after three months experience of attending courses, and what
factors influence the attitude changes. The second purpose was to examine the connection between the
motive for choosing courses and the evaluation of courses after attendance. Subjects participating in the
questionnaire survey were 309 freshmen attending psychology classes. 136 of them were majoring in the
natural sciences and 173 were majoring in either social sciences or the humanities. 210 of the participants
were male and 99 were female.

In the case of attitudes, in the first trial (April) a difference could be seen between students in hu-
manities/social sciences and natural sciences faculties as to their attitudes towards natural science and
humanities/social science. Just after entrance to university one fourth of the natural science students
had no will to study for their courses in the humanities, moreover they were not concerned with th
grades as long as they could get credit for the courses.

The rate of answers to the item “we can learn broadly about culture” from general education suggests
that freshmen equated general education with ‘“culture”. In July (2nd trial) an increase in negative at-
titudes toward general education courses increased and positive ones decreased.

bt in fl' Th
affirmative attitudes toward general education and ‘“‘self-oriented-play type students showed low scores.

In order to analyze which characteristic of the subjects was effective as a discriminating factor in their
attitudes toward general education, the Hayashi Type I quantification method was used. Results showed
that the most important factor was the faculty students belonged to (natural science or humanities/ social
sciences) and secondly the pattern of their life-styles.

Concrete reasons why freshmen chose each course were categorized and examined according to the
field categories. The Hayashi type III quantification method was employed and two dimensions were
found. One was whether students chose their courses freely or because they had to due to the system,
and the other was whether the course was interesting as to content or an easy one to get credits for.

In July “health and physical education” and “foreign language™ were rated highly according to “We
always listen to the lectures intently”. Students felt the lecture content for health and physical education
was interesting and it was the only field where the number of satisfied students outnumbered those who
were disappointed in comparison to their first expectations. Social science [humanities were- rated by
students of natural science as “contents interesting”, “easy to get out of attending lectures”, ““not useful
for our future majors” and *“‘disappointed as to our expectations”.

As to the relation between reasons for choosing courses and evaluation of courses, courses chosen
according to ease of obtaining credits in April were rated easiest according to the dimension of difficulty,

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Integrated Arts & Sciences, Hiroshima University
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if increase in the course increased. the course was rated as not difficult.

The problem of criticism against general education which is based on student’s dissatifactions and
perceptions that it is not useful for their futures, will be solved if we can clarify concrete factors which
lead to a stronger will to study and maintain interest in studies.






